
City Council Meeting & Public Hearing (zoning map)                                  2009 June 8 

City Council Minutes 
June 8, 2009 
 
 
 
Meeting started at 7:01 pm 
 
Flag & Roll Call by clerk 
 
Mayor: Rex Jardine; Council President: Deck Green; Councilmen: Orville Armstrong, Tom Abbott, Tiera Ball.  
Clerk: Lyndsey Anderson; Planning Consultant: Jan Gallup; City Attorney: Bart Birch; PWD: Charlie Robison; 
Community: Brian Gibson (Rotary Club), Scott Montgomery, Tom Gallup, & Mitch and Julie Smaellie.  
 

 Public Hearing (open at 7:04):  2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map: 
o No notice of public hearing was read aloud. 
o Written comments received:  0 
o Community IN FAVOR of the 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map:  2 

 Scott Montgomery (Jackson, Wyoming) – I would like to compliment the group on 
having something that works and moving towards an organized town. 

 Mitch Smaellie (Tetonia) – Applaud the P&Z Commission for all the work they have 
done on this map.  

o Community NEUTRAL of the 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map:  0 
o Community AGAINST the 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map:  0 
o Public hearing closed at 7:06 pm. 

 Regular Meeting open at 7:06 pm 

 Facts and Finding of the 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map Public Hearing: 
o Written and Public Community Comment: 

 In Favor – 2 
 Neutral – 0 
 Against – 0 

o Council Discussion: 
 Ball – I’m happy with it. 
 Abbott – I’m good. 
 Green – I’m good. 
 Armstrong – I think all of Main St. should be commercial.  I don’t like it. 
 Jardine – I agree with the P&Z that this fits with the needs of the city at this time.  I feel 

like we should entertain a motion to approve this. 
o Ball moves to adopt the 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map as presented.  Seconded.  All in favor: 

aye, aye, aye, and nay (Armstrong).  Motion carried on a 3-1 vote. 

 Amend Agenda: 
o Abbot moves to add Mitigation Fire Determinant Priority List and Bathroom Addition to the 

agenda.  Seconded.  Jardine rephrases motion.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion 
carried. 

 Ordinance 2009-4, 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map: 
o Green moves to adopt Ordinance 2009-4.  Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  

Motion carried. 
o Jardine reads aloud Ordinance 2009-4, 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map in full one time.  Roll call 

vote: Abbott – aye, Green – aye, Ball – aye, Armstrong – nay.  Motion carried on 3-1 vote. 
o Ball moves to suspend the rules and read by title only Ordinance 2009-4.  Seconded.  All in 

favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 
o Jardine reads aloud Ordinance 2009-4, 2009 Tetonia City Zoning Map in full one time. 
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o Ball moves to reinstate the rules.  Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion 
carried.   

 Minutes from last meeting reviewed:     
o March 9

th
:  Green moves to accept the March 9, 2009 minutes as written.  Seconded.  All in 

favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 
o April 8

th
:  Ball moves to accept the April 8, 2009 minutes as written.  Seconded.  All in favor: 

aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 
o April 13

th
:  Ball moves to accept the April 13, 2009 minutes as written.  Seconded.  All in favor: 

aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 
o April 22

nd
:  Armstrong moves to accept the April 22, 2009 special minutes as written.  

Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 
o April 28

th
:  Abbott moves to accept the April 28, 2009 pre-termination minutes as written.  

Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 
o May 11

th
:  Ball moves to accept the May 11, 2009 minutes as written.  Seconded.  All in favor: 

aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 

 May’s Claims & Revenues reviewed: 
o Jardine decides to move this to later in the meeting (no motion made).   

 Brian Gibson, Rotary Club/Food Bank: 
o Year to date we have served over 3,000 families; A way we monitor: each family receives a 16-

hole punch card (16 visits); no matter who they are, if they need food we help them; most nights 
we run out of food. 

o We would like Tetonia to consider committing/donating money to the food bank this year.  
Driggs has committed $5,000, the County has committed $10,000, and we are asking if Victor 
and Tetonia can consider committing the same as Driggs.  Maybe set up donation boxes or cans 
during your community events. 

o Jardine – I only have one comment; you realize that you are hitting people twice if you make the 
county and the city both commit.  Why not make it 8-hole punch cards instead of 16-hole punch 
cards if you are running out of food.  What do you guys think?   

o Ball – It wouldn’t hurt to have someplace where someone can donate something. 
o Birch – Counties and cities have to be careful with what they do with tax payer money. 
o You need to ask yourself what we could do as a city to support the Food Bank.  I’ll check back in 

30 days.  

 Jan Gallup, Planning Consultant: 
o Motion to refund Gabe Rogel (land use issue): 

 Jan gave a brief reason why the city was refunding Rogel – procedure errors on the 
P&Z. 

 Only Lyndsey, myself and Bart are allowed to give recommendations; not the P&Z, 
Council, or Mayor.  This protects the city.  

 Before I came on, Rogel applied for a lot split but it was never followed through. 
 Jardine – No one can tell someone how to split their property; not the county or the 

city.  If someone wants to sell a square of property, no one can tell them they can’t.  
Orville you did it and you didn’t go through the city of county.  I don’t know where they 
came up with the lot split fee of $125.  Maybe we need to refund him for that also.  We 
don’t have a lot split ordinance do we?  Gallup – I’ll have to look, but I do know we have 
a Lot Split Fee. 

 Jardine – We decided last meeting to refund him the $500 we just didn’t make it in a 
motion, so now we need to do that.  

 Abbott moves to refund Gabe Rogel $500 for the rezone application he submitted.  
Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 

o Animal and Accessory Building Regulations: 
 P&Z recommended that the city charge a mandatory building permit fee and require an 

application for any accessory building that is greater then 50 square feet. 
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 Jardine – I think that is too small.  It should be more square feet and only if it is on a 
permanent foundation.  I think we need to stick with the 200. 

 Armstrong – 10’x20’ is 200 square feet; it should be anything greater then 200 square 
feet.  Gallup – That is a small garage. 

 Robison – I think 10’x10’, 100 square feet is a good. 
 On your current Building Permit Fee Schedule the building permit fee for anything 200 

square feet or less is $50. 
 Jardine – I think we need to say on the definition; the difference between permanent 

foundation and portable.  I think a permanent foundation is the key. 
 We do have a definition.  Portable structures do not entail a building permit however 

all structures should meet the setback requirements. 
 The P&Z recommended that Farm animal enclosure buildings should meet the setbacks 

and be 25’ from the property line.  Sugar City has goats and chickens on Main St and 
nobody says anything.   

 Jardine – I grew up with horses but I don’t want to see farm animals in residential.  
When I attended a P&Z training way back when I was on the P&Z, they flat said it’s a 
health issue to have farm animals inside city limits and be within 50’ of a residence.  I 
don’t know about dogs, but I do know that it’s about horses, goats, chickens.   

 Big, I mean big cities are allowing chickens and goats inside their city limits.  Let me go 
back to the drawing board.  It seems like you want more strict. 

 Jardine – I think the old rules were good.  Animals need to be at least 30’ from the 
property line.  I don’t know if this applies to dogs but, I think animal enclosures need to 
be at least 30’ from the property line. 

o Impact Area, including Memorandum of Agreement with Teton County: 
 This Thursday at the County Commissioners meeting, Laura Rutter from the P&Z will 

read a letter from me to the commissioners so that there is something on the record 
from Tetonia.  I will not be able to be there. 

 Jardine – They pretty much threatened us.  If we don’t get a contract with the county 
sheriff, they won’t approve our Impact Area Agreement.  It’s blackmail. 

 Armstrong – It’s blackmail. 
 Birch – Any incorporated municipal is responsible to pay and provide law enforcement 

within their city limits.  Those cities that can’t provide law enforcement themselves 
usually make a contract with the county law enforcement.  Victor and Driggs both have 
agreements with the county Sheriff’s Department because they know that they can’t 
handle their own police force.  It does seem like they are trying to hold this over your 
head and I don’t think that this has anything to do with your Impact Area. 

 Birch – Technically, the city does need a police force or they need to hire the county.    
Tetonia needs to have their own police force because the county doesn’t necessarily 
have to come out to Tetonia since you don’t have an agreement with them; but 
politically I don’t think they would just tell you that they wouldn’t respond.  The city is 
responsible for all misdemeanors. 

 Green – So if I just caught someone shoplifting, which I’m sure is a misdemeanor; then 
the sheriffs department could pretty much tell me they can’t help.  Birch – Yes, but 
politically I don’t think they would tell you no.  But technically they could. 

 Gallup – You are going to have to address this at some point.  Either you do it now or 
later.   

 Jardine – I think it is illegal and immoral to have to pay for the sheriffs department 
twice.  Armstrong – I think the population needs to double before we do this. 

 Green – My problem as a business owner is if I call and the Sheriff’s Department says 
“No, I can’t help you, Tetonia isn’t in our jurisdiction.”  Then I see this as a big problem.  

 Ball – Doesn’t the city collect a percent of the fines?  Jardine – But there wouldn’t be 
enough fine returned to the city to pay for half of it. 

 Ball – I guess we should just tell the county to go to hell then. 
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 Gallup – Let me write a letter about the Impact Area and Impact Area Agreement and 
not mention the memorandum at all.  And let’s put this in the county’s hand. 

 Green moves to take a 5 minute recess.  Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion 
carried. 

Meeting open again at 8:38 pm 

 Ordinances and Resolutions:   
o Ordinance 2009-5, $300,000 USDA Sewer Bond Loan: 

 Ball moves to adopt Ordinance 2009-5.  Seconded.  All in favor: Ball – aye, Green – 
aye, Armstrong – aye, Abbott – aye.  Motion carried. 

 Green moves to suspend the rules and read once by title only Ordinance 2009-5, 
$300,000 USDA Sewer Bond Loan.  Seconded.  All in favor: Ball – aye, Abbott – aye, 
Armstrong – aye, Green – aye.  Motion carried. 

 Ball reads aloud once by title only Ordinance 2009-5. 
 Jardine – So that one is taken care of.  Lyndsey isn’t there a resolution we need for the 

Interim Financing Loan. 
 Anderson – They didn’t give me a resolution.  After you reinstate the rules then you 

need to make a motion to give authorization to who you want to sign the documents 
for the Interim Financing Loan.   

 Jardine – So now we need to make a motion for the Interim Financing Loan and give 
authorization.  Anderson – You need to reinstate the rules first. 

 Ball moves to reinstate the rules.  Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  
Motion carried. 

 Jardine – We never really go by the Robert’s Rules of Order anyways.  Birch – I don’t 
know them.  I’m just trusting you guys.  Jardine – I know; and if we actually went by 
them we would never get through a meeting.  

 Update on Sewer Project: 
o Interim Financing Loan for $290,000 from the Bank of Commerce: 

 Abbott moves to authorize Mayor Rex Jardine and Council President Deck Green to 
set up an Interim Financing Loan from the Bank of Commerce for $290,000 and 
authorizes them to sign any documents involved.  Seconded.  All in favor:  aye, aye, 
aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 

o Jardine – 2 of the monitoring wells were built on Leon Beard’s property instead of Tetonia’s.  We 
now need to buy the land underneath the wells at $15,000 an acre.  I think we just need to buy 
the land directly under each well.  I’ve talked to Leon and Sue about it and they are agreed to it.  
But now they are changing their mind.  Ever since that saw happened, he changes his mind 
often; but I’m pretty sure they will do it. 

o Abbott – Why doesn’t this come out of the engineers’ pocket?  Jardine – I agree.  They probably 
should. 

o Jardine – Well, actually the engineers had it marked right; the engineer who marked it.  But the 
guy that came up there with them, and I can remember them calling me kind of.  And they said, 
“Why is this so far out in the field we’re going to move it.”  And I said, “Well you can put it on 
the fence line, or you can put it on the property line.”  But the Schiess guy that was there 
overseeing the well drilling wasn’t the guy that staked it.  And they assumed that the stakes they 
put was just where they kind of wanted to put the well and not the property line.  And they 
assumed the existing fence, as did the property owner, was the property line.  But it isn’t; the 
fence is off by about 5-6’ over on Leon.  Our property line is actually to the east of the existing 
fence, see, and that is where the mistake is made.   If you go measure both wells, they are the 
exact same distance from the fence; but the fence isn’t the property line.  

o Ball – So we are going to buy the land?  Jardine – We are going to buy so many square feet 
around them and the fence will jog out.  From the fence it’s 5.3’ on the one and 5.99’ on the 
other.  It amounts to 23.73 sq ft and 43.1 sq ft on the other.  

o Green – If you can get the ground, that’s way easier then moving the wells.   
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o The bridge across the canal should have been built 100’ to the south.  We are making it work 
though. 

o Jardine – I guess we need a motion to buy that little chunk from Leon if they agree to sell it to 
us.  Green – So how do you want this motion worded?  Jardine – I guess that you allow me to go 
negotiate with them and get them to sell us the land. 

o Green moves to allow the Mayor Rex Jardine, to negotiate the sell of (Jardine – and purchase) 
and purchase the extra (Jardine – 60 sq ft) 60 sq ft of property that we need around the two 
monitoring wells.  Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 

 Bathroom Addition: 
o Jardine – Letham wanted $4,500 for the plans. 
o Ball – Let’s look around more. 

 May Claims & Revenue reviewed (moved from earlier): 
o Ball – What is this Schiess bill for $8,000?  Anderson – That is for the addendums that were 

made 4 months ago.  We just never had the okay to pay the bill until now. 
o Green – How much would it cost for a Cyclone Rack on the back of the mower?  Jardine – 

Around $1,300-1,400.  And I really think we should do it.  It would really benefit the park. 
o Ball – I’m okay with the Tonk’s Trucking bill. 
o Armstrong – Don’t we pay Bart monthly?  Birch – I charge $300 a month for the meetings and 

then anything additional is charged separate.  That actually includes January thru May’s 
additional charges. 

o Green moves to pay off the remaining balance for the 1987 USDA-RD Sewer Loan.  Seconded.  
All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 

o Ball moves to approve all May’s Claims and Revenues as presented and paid.  Seconded.  All in 
favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried.     

 W/S Aging Report: 
o Anderson – The one’s highlighted in yellow have not made any type of payment for 60 days.  If 

they have a line through them then they made a payment in the last 8 days. 
o Robison – The two left have either been locked up or disconnected permanently. 

 County Mitigation Priority List: 
o Jardine – They want us to give them a priority number on each section. 
o Anderson – Here is Charlie and my opinion.  If you agree with what we put then I will let the 

county know that we are all in agreement.  If not, then you need to do your own.   
o Green – This works for us. 

 Seniors West of the Tetons (donation request): 
o Birch – You have to be really careful again when you hand over money to a private business.  

The Food Bank, that’s a no brainer because everybody thinks that’s a good cause.  
o Jardine – I don’t know how people are going to think it’s a good cause when they got to get 

somebody that’s bilingual to run it.  Armstrong – Yea. 
o Ball – I think this is the only city that you will hear that comment made.   
o Robison – That racist comment?  Jardine – That’s not racist.  Ball – The hell if it ain’t 
o Jardine – I just told you, I just told you, about the citizens.  I don’t know how they would react.  

That’s what I just said.  Right Orville? 

 Green moves to adjourn meeting.  Seconded.  All in favor: aye, aye, aye, and aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:34 pm. 
 
______________________________________________  ____________ 
Rex Jardine, Mayor       Date  
 
 
______________________________________________  ____________ 
Lyndsey L. Anderson, Clerk/Treasurer/P&Z Administrator  Date 


